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Miss.  Acteens  leam,  minister  at  NAC 


event  each  night.  "The  general  tiie  lai^t  high  schools  in  tiie  wanted  to  do  more  hands-on 
sessions  were  led  by  Celia  metro  Nashvifle  area.  While  ttie  missions  activities.  WMU 
Whitler,  missionaries  shared  school  was  anticipating  about  leadership  contacted  agencies 
experiences  they  have  gone  20  voltmteers  to  help  widt  die  all  over  Louisville  and  got 

Acteens*^  from  across  die  country  through  in  their  location  of  _ _ _ permission  to  send  them  to 

convene  ftv  die  Natkxial  Acteens  ministry,  and  there  was 
Convention  (NAC),  sponsored  a  time  to  praise 
by  die  naticxial  Woman's  God.  It  was  an 
Missionary  Union  (WMUl.  incredible 
Neariy  6,500  teenage  gids  attend-  experience 
ed  this  year's  conference  in  tooeableX 
Nashville,  including  approxi-  to  wor-  / 
mat^  467  from  Misassippl  ship/  — A 

"The  goal  of  the  conference  with/  ^ 

is  to  brii^  all  die  girls  together  almost  |  i  ■ 

in  a  missums  environment  and  7 , 0  0 1 
atmosphere.  It's  one  diing  to  othe 
have  a  small  group  of  Acteens  girls 
in  a  church  and  take  diem  to  Barna 
the  state  convention,  so  it's  wrote, 
h^ful  to  for  diem  to  see  die  W 
bigger  picture  with  all  those  asked 
ki^  together,"  said  Robin  was  d 
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according 
to  Keels. 

"God  can  use 
you  as  an  individ- 
ual  to  make  just  as 
much  of  a  difference  as  a 
ge  group  can,"  according  to 


Keels,  con¬ 
sultant  widi 
the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist 


was  the  prayerwalk  to  the  state 
capitol."  Katy  agreed.  school 

Tlie  prayerwalk  was  one  of“  'ended 
While  the  most  incredible  experi-  'We 
diere  were  ences  I  have  ever  had,'^  she  from 
many  train-  wrote.  "It  was  so  awesome  to  rooms, 
ing  and  con-  see  almost  7,000  girls  walk  120  to 
ference  op-  three  blocks  praying  for  every-  movii\ 
portunities,  thing  in  sight.  And  when  I  say  line  fr 
one  unique  everything,  I  mean  everything,  th^  hi 
feature  of  ^  We  prayed  for  parking  lots  Wh 
conference  and  the  people  who  parked  was  he 
was  the  op-  their  cars  there,  the  homeless  WMU 
portunity  for  people  on  the  side- 
me  Acteens  to  wallcs,  the  cooks  and 
have  some  customers  in  restau- 
hands-on  and  much, 

missions  much  more.  You 
experiences,  could  feel  God  work- 
provided  ing  even  as 
backpacks,  walked." 
bought  'Teena^  girls  just 
school  si^  need  a  time  to 

Elies  for  tra  together,"  said  Keels, 
ackpacks,  rererring  to  the  need^^Ht  -  I 
and  took  for  Acteens  in  the ;  k' 
diese  back-  local  church.  "They're 
packs  to  42  more  themselves; 
elementary  they  can  talk  about 
schools  in  issues  they  can't  talk 
Nashville,  about  in  a  co-ed  set- 
Then  we  also  ting,  and  often  diey 


did  mission  can  do  ministry  pro- 

70  sdiools,"  said  Keels,  jects  they  in 

Barnard,  Acteen  a  co-ed  setting,  a 

lount  Olive  churdi  in  homeless  shelter  or  a 

lie,  shared  some  of  her  teenage  pregnancy 

ices  with  Keels  and  The  They  just 

Record.  to  have  the 

we  arrived  opporhinity  to 

ion  center,  realized  wnat  it 

ave  evCT  experieiiced,"  woman  God  has  WELCOME  TO  AMERICA  —  Lena  Kofanova  (center)  a  student  from  New 

aty.  "It  was  just  that."  *  called  them  to  be,  Hope  Church  in  Kharkov,  Ukraine,  is  presented  a  banner  by  Mississippi 

eirolakied  mat  ttie  day  and  leam  how  to  do  Woman's  Missionary  Union  consultants  Tammy  Anderson  (left)  and  Robin 
►IcOT  down  into  one  or  that  in  a  missions  Keels  during  the  National  Acteens  Convention  in  Nashville.  Several  individ- 
leral  sessions  a  lunch  atmosphere."  uals  donate  money  to  provide  a  travel  scholarship  for  Kofanova  to  attend 


SCHOOLWORK,  ACTEENS 


STYLE  —  Katy  Barnard  (right) 
of  Mount  Olive  Church  in 
Smithdale  and  an  unidentified 
Acteen  provide  volunteer 
cleanup  services  at  a  local 
school  during  the  National 
Acteens  Convention  in 
Nashville  on  july  29  -  Aug.  1 . 
(Special  to  the  Baptist  Record) 


"F" 


!  new  sdwol  year  started  this  week  study  die  Bible  but  recjuires 
r  most  Mississippi  students.  A  them  to  read  the  worte  of 
lick  gkunce  at  a  local  newspaper  or  Karl  Marx.  We  live  in  a 
on  ration  served  to  amnrm  tiie  country  where  the  Ten 
i.  What  is  little  known  and  even  less  Comm^dments  are  out- 
d  about  tile  back-to-sdiool  event  lawed  in  schoob,  but  <M- 
Christian  teachers,  adminbtrators,  dren  as  young  as  tiie  first 
rente  who  went  to  tiie  sdioob  over  grade  must  take  mandatory 
t  several  weeks  to  pray.  sex  education  classes. 

^  conducted  prayer  walks.  They  We  live  in  a  co^try 
ayer  meetings.  They  prayed  for  the  where  the  federal  judidary 
of  the  little  ones,  emd  for  the  poor  forces  schools  to  admit 
tituations  from  which  so  many  of  homosexual  teens  and  their 
ome.  They  prayed  for  the  teachers,  dates  to  school  events,  but 
Ihey  prayed  for  Ihe  prindpab  and  refuses  to  allow  a  prayer 
assbtant  prindpab.  They  prayed  before  the  start  of  ^e  very 
for  the  school  staffers.  They  prayed  same  events.  We  live  in  a 
for  coaches  and  athletes.  country  that  promotes  a 

Most  of  all,  tiiey  prayed  that  a  special  form  or  elitisin  and 
Christian  witness  would  somehow,  segregation  by  allowing  a 
some  way  be  imparted  to  tiie  lost,  separate  high  school  for 
young  lives  that  would  soon  be  pour-  practicing  homosexuab. 
mg  in  droves  through  the  tiien-silent  In  all  me  ways  we  have 
swool.  They  prayeoTand  tiien  left  the  attempted  to  w^g  God 
school  silently  and  unobserved.  from  our  public  life,  one  of 

Why  silently  and  unobserved?  tiie  most  egregious  has  to  be 
Certainly  not  because  they  are  the  way  we  have  ^treated 
ashamea  of  the  Gospel.  They  left  ’  ’  . .. .  t. 

silently  and  unobserved  because 
of  the  risk  to  the  educators, 
administrators,  and  staffers  of  the 

schoob  who  could  lose  their  jobs  admonititm  to  anytm^wlm 

if  they  were  discovered  praying . . 

on  campus.  iTiey  left  silently  and  imob- 
served  so  the  school  system  would  not 
be  sued  by  the  likes  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union. 

Hiey  just  wanted  to  pray,  but  such  b  the 
sorry  state  of  affairs  in  America  today. 

We've  almost  returned  to  the  point  where 
Chrbtians  have  to  meet  in  catecombs  and  we 
exchange  secret  symbob  for  safety. 

We  uve  in  a  country  that  prohibits  ti^ 
name  of  God  in  schools  i  ' 

Name  b  used  profanely.  We  live  in  a  couii- 


Editor's 

Notebook 


THAT 

COM^nTOTIOHAV?* 


school-age  diildrea  It  seems  ' 

that  we  as  a  country  —  and 
in  many  cases  as  inmviduab  31^^ 

—  have  forgotten  Jesiw' 

leads  a  child  astray  (Mvk 
9:42).  He  wasn't  kidding 
aroi^,  and  He  assuredly 
needs  no  federal  magbtrate 
to  interpret  Hb  words.  For  a  host  of  reasons, 
it's  not  going  to  be  pret^  when  God  rains 
down  F&  judgement  on  America,  and  one  of 
tiie  big  reascms  will  be  tiie  manner  in  which 
...  treated  tiie  children  He  entrusted  to  us. 
What  can  we  do?  Homeschooling  and 

_ ^ _  Chrbtian  private  schoob  certainly  have 

unless  that  Holy  merit  and  provide  fertile  ground  for  an  edi¬ 
torial  on  another  day,  but  what  about  the 
untold  numbers  of  lost  children  whose 
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only  contact  with  a  follower  of  Jesus  may 
be  through  interaction  at  their  public 
schoob?  Many  Christian  parents,  students, 
and  teachers  nave  chosen  public  schoob  to 
let  their  light  shine  (Matt.  5:14-16)  for  all 
mankind  to  see.  They  are  intent  on  spread¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  in  a  comer  of  our  society 
that  can  be  particularly  pagan. 

For  the  sake  of  the  chilouen,  let  us  pray 
that  they  succeed. 
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try  that  denies  students  the  opportunity  to 


foods  that  are  not  beneficial 
to  your  body,  to  eat  foods  that 
will  improve  your  health,  to 
stop  eamg  when  you  are  full, 
to  go  for  a  walk  even  when 
you  really  don't  want  to,  to 
go  to  ^e  doctor  for  an  annual 
medcup,  to  properly  manage 
your  stress,  to  avoid  "qtucK- 
fix"  weight-loss  gimmicks, 
and  to  follow  your  doctor's 
recommendations  for  better 
health.  Self-control  also  is 
called  discipline  and  both  are 
painful  at  times  but  the  long¬ 
term  rewards  are  worth  the 
short-term  discomfort. 


Galatians  5:22-23:  “But 
the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is 
love,  joy,  peace,  mtience, 
kindness,  goodness,  fiiithfulness, 
gentleness  and  self-control. 
Against  such  things  there  is  no 
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of  the  motivations  and  require-  Love  quickly.  Thus,  the  weight  loss 

mente  for  a  Christian  to  five  a  In  Mark  12:31  Jesus  said,  industry  is  approxirnately  a 
Kealthy,  Christ-honoring  "Love  your  neighbor  as  your-  $41  billion  industry  with  more 
lif^tyle.  self."  In  other  words,  love  "magic  cures"  for  weight  loss 

It  seems  that  a  deeper  your  neighbor  to  the  level  popping  up  every  day.  The 

motivation  for  good  health  that  you  love  and  respect  bottom  line  is,  weight  jjain 

should  exbt  for  believers.  As  yourself.  This  is  not  a  proud,  occurred  over  a  period  of  time 
Christ-followers,  we  are  arrogant,  self-focusecf  love,  and  weight  loss  will  also.  It 

given  tiie  mission  of  sharing  but  an  appreciation  for  the  took  my  friend,  Nancy,  two 

le  Good  News  of  Jesus  with  gift  God  gave  you  in  your  years  to  safely  lose  120 

a  lost  world.  While  this  body.  Goa  specifically  con-  pounds.  Nancy's  secret  was  to 
requires  spiritual,  mental  and  structed  the  body  He  gave  patiently  make  the  best  food 
emotional  readiness,  it  also  you  with  all  its  imiqueness.  and  exercise  choices  eveiy 
requires  physical  readiness.  Vour  body  is  a  ministry  tool  day.  Do  what  you  know  is 
To  be  fully  ready  to  go  about  that  God  works  through.  God  right  and  the  results  will  take 
our  mission  we  must  be  fUled  doesn't  just  love  your  soul;  care  of  themselves,  whether 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  He  loves  your  body  as  well,  it's  weight  loss,  lowering  cho- 
Apostle  Paul's  encourage-  We  are  more  motivated  to  lesterol  or  improving  physical 
ment  to  the  Galatians  to  five  properly  care  for  what  we  strength, 
lives  full  of  the  characteristics  love  and  respect.  When  you 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  b  a  good  love  and  care  for  yourself.  Self  control 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

The  Bible  and  a 

healthy  lifestyle 

1 

By  Branda  Polk,  Memphis 

Navy  chaplain  sees  opportunities  in  Iraq 


CAMP  PENDLETON,  Calif,  seedier  God's  ultimate  roadmap  service  reported  by  the  Moger  said  not  ^  of  Im 
(W*)  —  He's  75  pounds  lighter  —  the  way  to  salvaticm.  Associated  ness  (AP).  The  AP  experiences  were  "spiritual  vic- 

after  two  bouts  with  dysentery.  The  experience  Moger  reported  tiiat  Moger  baptized  tories,"  however. 

He's  worn  a  diemical  suit  and  desoSied  took  place  tfie  day  seven  new  believers  in  a  pool  "There  were  times  when  1 

dndg^  bullets  behind  his  before  hb  unit  engaged  in  their  made  of  sandbags  at  Camp  neglected  to  witness  when  1 

Humvee.  He's  marched  with  first  firefig^lWo  days  later,  tak-  Inchon  in  Kuwait,  only  days  should  have,"  he  said.  "One 
the  troops  of  Operation  Iraqi  ing  cover  odund  his  Humvee  to  before  those  believers  and  their  time,  wdum  we  were  'dug  in' 

Freedom  ttwwngh  the  powdery  avoid  small  arms  fire  coming  fellow  Marines  liberated  the  near  ^  Iraq,  I  spent  the  day 

sands  of  Kuwait  and  i  '  -L  Iraqi  town  of  Safwan,  just  walking  the  lines  of  cme  of  our 

Iraq,  where  tempera- '  1  north  of  the  Kuwaiti  bor-  rifle  companies.  I  spent  about  ^ 

looped  •  100  Jder.  Water  and  time  were  45  minutes  tal^ig  with  a  pla^ 

Aipfye*  on  a  daily  basis.  S  ^  scarcer  after  that,  so  toon  seigeant,  but!  never 

Ho  noiyor  %  ftin.  \  -  ^  ^  1  ortiprs  who  h^d  r6QU68t6d  him  flbout  his  iddtiondiip  wiih 


BAPTISTS 


misBile.  Navy  Chaplain 
Lieutoiant  Commwder 
l^avis  Moger's  "sword" 
is  as  dose  as  the  pocket 
of  ttie  chemical  suit  he 
wore  on  die  road  to 
Baghdad  widi  the  1st 
Marine  Division  based 
at  Caiiq>  Pendleton  near 
SanDi^O- 

Moger's  reserve  bat¬ 
talion  was  the  only 
Marine  Corps  reserve 
infantry  battalion  to  fight 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


toughest  tilings  he  faced. 

'Tt  was  hard  seeing  the  d^- 
age  we  caused  innocent  dvil- 
espedally  the  children," 
Moger  said.  "[But]  our  troops 
generally  very  good  about 
limiting  civilian  casualties." 


I  after  Easter  and  it  took 
over  a  month  for  us  to 
return  to  Kuwait  to  wait  ians, 
for  a  flight  out." 

At  home  in  Southern  were 
California,  Moger's  fami- 
\y  also  waitea  patiently 
for  his  return.  A  "Navy 
brat  turned  Navy  wife,’' 
Amelia,  was  head  of  the 
household  for  their  four 
diildren  —  Natalie, 
Nadine,  Maddy  and 
Mark  —  during  her  hus¬ 
band's  deployment. 

It  was  while  Moger  was 
waiting  to  return  home  that  he 
said  he  learned  an  impor^t 
lesson  about  God's  timing,  tiie 
Camping  in  a  "filthy,  run-down 
old  Iraqi  military  compound 
with  lots  of  bugs  and  mud," 


cipirihial  oounscl  to  the  troeps.  fiom  a  tree  line  300  meters  away. 
Never  far  from  the  Word  Moger  said  the  same  Marine 
during  his  100-day  deploy-  approached  him  in  order  to  tell 
menL35-yeaFold  Moger,  now  lum  how  "at  peace"  he  was  and 
told  the  Florida  how  he  "wasn't  scared"  in  spite 
Baptist  V^fitness  about  an  of  tiw  chaos  of  war. 
encounter  with  a  Marine  who  "I  tiiank  God  tiiat  He  was 
had  left  the  Cafholir  failh  and  able  to  use  me  to  lead  men  to 
was  on  a  search  fenr  meaning.  Christ,"  Moger  said.  A  Navy 
"I  want  my  life  to  be  n^t  chaplain  since  1994,  Moger  pre- 
wilh  GocL"  Moger  said  me  vknisly  served  m  pastor  of  First 
young  man  told  him.  "Can  you  Baptist  Church  in  Citra,  Fla. 
tdl  me  vriiat  to  do?"  Moger  reported  leading 

Pulling  emt  a  small  New  about  mree  dozen  Marines  and 
Xpgfaiinpni^  Moger  said  he  sailors  to  Christ  while  being 
kneded  in  the  sand  at  the  side  deployed  to  tiie  MidcUe  E^t, 
ofanlia^higfovay  toshowthe  and  he  took  part  ’  ■ 
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Despite  the  casualties, 
Mo^  said  the  Iraqis  wanted 

I _  leans  there  and  looked 

to  them  as  a  liberating  force. 
"Anyone  who  thinks  we 

_ _ ^ _ _  shouldn't  have  foi^t  in  Iraq 

Moger  said  temperature  needs  to  go  there.  Everywhere 
was  over  100  degrees  every  day  U.S.  forces  went,  Iraqis  lined 
and  many,  including  him,  were  the  roads  to  cheer  and  wave," 
sickened  witii  dysentery.  Moger  recounted.  "Some  of 

In  addition,  unlike  many  them  came  up  to  us  and  asked, 
other  units  deployed  there,  'What  took  you  so  long?"' 
Mo^'s  battalion  did  not  have  "The  fields  there  are  'white 
acc^  to  e-mail  and  «ily  after  unto  harvest  (in  Iraq),"'  Moger 
the  war  did  the  1,000-man  bat-  said.  "The  question  is,  'Will 
in  a  baptism  talkm  get  a  satellite  phone  to  use  God's  people  faithful  to 
an  average  of  once  a  week  for  a  answer  the  call?'" 

I  five-minute  phone  call  home.  Summing  up  his  wartime 

"I  was  able  to  put  the  whole  feelings,  Moger  said  he  s 
situation  in  perspective,"  learned  that  God  provides.  "It's 
Moger  said,  "because  I  person-  not  that  1  doubted  God  before," 
ally  saw  four  Marines  and  he  said.  "It's  just  that  my  faifo 
sailors  come  to  faith  in  Christ  has  been  strengthened  t^ugh 
while  we  were  there.  my  experience  overseas." 

"In  retrospect,  I  believe  St^ding  cm  tiie  shores  of  the 
there  was  a  ctivine  reason  we  Pacific  CX:ean,  Moger,  cell 
were  delayed  in  our  return.  phcMie  in  hand,  is  gearing  up  for 
God  was  working  on  the  his  newest  callmg  —  pUnhM  a 
hearts  of  these  men,"  Moger  church  in  Santa  Barbara  in  2004. 
pointed  out.  "A  soul  being  "Before  going  to  Iraa,  1  had  a 
^ved  is  worth  ...  the  inconve-  lot  of  fear  of  failure,  M^er 
nience  of  a  month  in  a  disease-  said.  "Now  I  know  with  God 
infested  camp."  all  things  are  possible." 
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Jimmy  Allen,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  TV 
Commisskxi,  sets  May  1984  as  the  launch  date  of  the  ACTS  network,  a  ser¬ 
vice  designed  to  give  Baptists  a  consistent  Gospel  witness  on  television. 


The  Baptist  Record 


the  federal  eovemment  says 
that  over  *30  million  people 
have  called  to  register  on  dte 
"Don't  Call  list."  You  are 
familiar  with  die  naticHial  regis¬ 
ter  diat  you  can  call  or  go  on 
line  to  tell  the  telemarketers, 

"Don't  call  me."  If  you  have  a  . 

telrahone  no  doubt  you  have  wonderful  intervention  that  Mt 
had  a  meal  interrupted  or  you  Alexander  Graham  Bdl  shared 
have  been  interrupted  while  in  with  us  has  a  downside  as  weD  as 
the  middke  of  something  really  a  wonderful  connected  side 
important.  Maybe,  it  was  just  I  drought  about  all  of 
an  everyday  routine  or  maybe  folks  who  have  conbKted  the 
it  was  a  significant  happening  federal  government,  signed  up, 
in  your  daily  life.  The  call  and  said,  "Don't  call  me,"  as  I 
comes  trying  to  sell  you  some-  was  thinking  about  God's  avail- 
thing,  or  give  you  somediing,  ability  to  hear  from  us. 
or  invite  you  somewhere.  It  is  a  Somebody  said  diat  God's 
pesky  proposition.  Most  of  us,  phone  number  was  333  indkat- 
at  least  once  or  ma)d>e  multiple  ir^  a  verse  of  scripture  from 
times,  have  had  our  attitudes  Jeremiah  33:3.  "Call  upon  me 
tweal^  to  the  wrong  side  of  and  I  will  show  you  great  and 
the  meter  because  somebody  mighty  things  which  thou 
we  did  not  want  to  talk  was  knowest  not.  G<^  is  open, 
trying  to  sell  us  somediing  that  available,  and  desirra  to  hear 
we  mdn't  want.  They  mter-  fixnn  us.  You  know,  it  seems  to 
rupted  our  lives  and  pushed  us  me  that  sometimes  God  may 
toward  a  cranky  omditicm.  say,  "Don't  call  me."  Now  that 
So,  now  finalfy  our  big  federal  may  sound  wrong  and  it  may 
government  has  stepped  in  to  sound  as  diough  that  could 
sav  that  we  can  announce,  possibly  be,  but  diink  about  it 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


First  Person:  The  children  in  God's  big  arms 


dents  say  iidiat  nor¬ 
mally  stays  tucked 
away  in  die  comer  of 
their  minds. 

One  girl  shared 
"My  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  that  she  recently 
them  IS  that  diey  may  be  saved."  (Romans  asked  Jesus  into  ha 
10:1)  This  is  die  verse  that  I  claimed. diis  heart  and  wants  to 
week  as  I  worked  on  stafi  at  children's  be  baptized.  Unfbr- 
camp  as  the  worship  leader  and  recreation  tunately,  her  fiither  is 
director  —  both  a  trying  and  rewarding  a  Mormon  and  refus- 
experience.  This  camp  was  a  refuge  for  es  to  allow  her  to  do 
fourth  duou^  six  graders  from  Southern  so.  Another  student 
Baptet  churches  diroughout  Idaho.  shared  that  she 

Ihe  highlight  of  my  week  came  each  wants  to  be  baptized 
night  durmg  me  service  as  I  listened  to  the  but  has  to  wait  until 
clmclren  sing.  Even  as  the  worship  leader,  I  her  fadier  gets  out  of 
would  stop  singing  sometimes  just  to  hear  prison  in  October  so 
them  shout  to  me  Lord  on  the  top  of  their  tie  can  watch  her. 
lungs.  Many  church  congregations  dcm't  I  met  so  many 
sing  as  genuinely  as  did  mese  kids.  students  who  come 

The  worship  services  were  not  the  cmly  from  broken  homes, 
times  whcsi  to  c^dien  experienced  die  who  are  left  alone 
Lord.  of  die  recreation  acdvities  we  did  day  after  day  widv- 
duriiig  the  afternoon  was  lead  the  students  out  supervision  and 
on  a  ^e-mile  1^  to  die  top  of  a  mountain,  who  are  so  de^ierati 
I  had  never  imagined  diat  I  would  be  lead-  them  unconditional 
ing  groups  of  &  students  out  on  a  hike  was  over,  we  were  b 
dirou^  me  wilderness,  but  looking  back  I  dents  accept  die  Lor 
can  see  how  God  used  my  previous  experi-  Sadly,  many  of  t 
ences  thb  summer  to  prepare  me  to  be  the  not  return  to  a  hoi 
leader  he  needed  me  to  be  diis  wedc.  waiting  to  hug  thei 

As  dK  diildien  kxiked  out  all  around  a  household  mat 
than  fiom  the  top,  surrounded  by  God's  ere-  their  spiritud  fire, 
ation,  we  began  to  talk  dxnit  idiat  a  mk^ty  for  those  children  ' 
God  we  serve.  There's  somediing  about  those  inconceivab 
being  in  the  midst  of  nature  that  miuces  stu-^  know  that  Gcxl  lo\ 


By  Erica  Harms 

BSli  summer  missiorui 
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Royal  Ambassadors  to  undergo  big  changes 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (B^  — 
A  small  dumge  being  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Royal 
Ambassadors  (I^)  pledge  mis 
fall  is  indicative  of  major 
chanjges  in  store  tiuoughcmt 
Soumem  Baptists'  traditional 
missions  education  pn^am 
for  boys  —  the  first  sigmficant 
alteraum  to  the  RA  program  in 
more  tiian  30  years. 

"We  changed  a  line  so  tiuit 
the  whole  pledge  becomes 
proactive,"  smd  Rot  Carr,  chil¬ 
dren's  mission  education 
strate^t  for  the  Nortit 
AmeiKan  Mission  Board, 
\^^uch  produces  RA  materials 
for  Soumem  Baptist  chtuches. 

"Instead  of  just  learning 
how  tite  message  of  Christ  is 
carried  arotmd  tiie  world,  we 
are  now  leaming^how  to  carry 
tiie  message  of  Christ  around 
the  world.  It's  a  subtle  but  sig¬ 
nificant  change." 

In  the  process,  he  said.  Royal 
Ambassadors  alOT  is  taking  on 
an  expanded  role  of  character 
education,  witi\  a  curriculum 
based  on  virtues  such  as  loyal¬ 
ty,  friendship,  courage  and 
responsibility. 

The  traditional  church-based 
RA  organization*  also  is  being 
supplemented  by  a  completely 
new  resource  titled,  "Sons  of 
Virtue,"  tiiat  will  allow  fiithers 
to  lead  tiieir  sots  —  and  possi¬ 
bly  friends  —  to  studythe  same 
virtues  in  homes.  The  book 
enables  boys  in  churches  where 


tiiere  is  not  an  RA  program  to 
partic^Nite — ydiile  also  provid¬ 
ing  an  introduction  to  the  orga¬ 
nization  that  could  lead  to  more 
church  RA  diapters,  Carr  said. 

"The  feedback  fiom  the  folks 
that  did  a  prototype  of  tiiis  is 
tiiat  it  deepened  meir  relation¬ 
ships,"  Carr  said.  "This  gave 
them  some  gcxxl  direction  on 
how  tttey  can  talk  to  tiieir  son. 
The  same  virtues  studied  in  tiie 
RA  materials  are  applied  to 
their  relationships,  with  tiie 
fatiier  reflecting  oack  cm  tiie 
same  things  he  did  when  he 
was  at  the  same  age  of  life." 

Out  said  the  changes  in  RAs 
were  considered  carefully  over 
several  years  because  of  tiie 
strong  tr^tions  asscxnated  with 
the  program.  Mth  the  newplan, 
the  strcmg  guiding  principles  of 
the  "cla^"  RA  progr^  are 
maintained  while  making  the 
program  easier  and  more  flexi- 
ole  ror  churdves  to  implement 

Part  of  tiie  impetus  was  an 
acknowledgrnent  of  tiie  grow¬ 
ing  compOTtion  for  time  from 
omer  c^dren's  ministries, 
Carr  said. 

"We  tiiought  it  mi^t  be  time 
for  a  change  —  not  m  the  pur¬ 
pose,  because  we  still  want  to 
develop  orvmissiOT  Christians," 
he  saici,  "but  we  wanted  to  say, 
'How  do  we  do  tiiat  in  a  way  that 
is  motivating  for  the  hoy  and  is 
easy  for  the  leader  to  dor" 

One  change  is  simply  in 
the  format  of  the  meeting. 


from  a  traditional  eight-part 
program  to  only  five  meeting 
segments.  The  RA  advance¬ 
ments  also  are  more  integrat¬ 
ed  into  the  meeting  plan, 
allowing  boys  to  work  on 
advancements  during  the 
meeting  as  well  as  going 
through  rruterials  from  the 
newly  redesigned  "Lad"  and 
"Crusader"  magazines  for  the 
two  main  age  groups  of  RAs. 

The  new  RA  materials  also 
encourage  boys  to  make  choic¬ 
es  about  th^  activities  and 
advancements. 

'It's  more  based  on  ccnnmit- 
ments  by  the  boys,  so  that  rather 
than  tiw  leader  telling  them 
i^t's  reouired,  there  are  chokes 
that  the  tx>y  can  make,"  Carr 
said  "And  tiie  leader  he^  tiie 
boy  make  the  choice  or  fcdlow 
tiuough  on  that  choice." 

The  traditional  Royal 
Ambassador  fcxrus  on  mission¬ 
aries  will  be  retained,  however, 
witii  missionaries  serving  as 
role  models  for  tiie  virtues  OTd 
characrter  traits  being  studied. 
Leaders  also  will  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  make  use  of  strong 
Qiristian  laymen  in  their  con¬ 
gregations  as  well. 

Many  of  the  traditional 
awards  and  activities  like 
camping  and  RA  Racers  also 
will  continue. 

"We  do  want  tiie  boys  to 
earn  tiieir  pins  and  patches,  but 
we  don't  want  tiie  pins  and 
patches  to  be  an  end  to  them¬ 


selves,"  Carr 
said.  "These 
represent 
markers  cm 
tiieir  journey. 
It's  not  just 
about  bund¬ 
ing  a  car  and 
racing  it,  but 
about  build¬ 
ing  a  car  and 
then  having 
anotiier  one 
so  tiiat  you 
c:an  bring  a 
friend." 

The  materi- 
ab  ddnbed  at 
the  Southern 
Baptist 
Convention 
armual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Phoenix 
as  RAs  from 
Arizona, 
California  and 
Soutii  Caro¬ 
lina  shined  the 
shoes  of  more 
than  2,0000 
messengers  in 


ithalL 

The  new 
RA  design  is  detailed  in  the 
revised  "Leading  Royal 
Anhassadors"  bcxw,  available 
through  NAhffi  '  at 
www.namb.net/catalog  or  by 
calling  (8M)  407-NAhw.  Other 
information  is  available  at 
www.royalamba88adorsx>tg. 


Acteens,  leaders  preview  curriculum  updates 


A  NEW  SHINE  —  Tavin 
Wocxiall,  age  9,  was  one  of 
many  Royal  Ambassadors  (RA) 
shining  shoes  during  the 
Scxithem  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  in  june  as  part 
of  the  rollout  of  the  North 
■  American  Mission  Board's 
redesigned  RA  materials  — 
the  first  major  alteration  of  the 
program  in  30  years.  (BP 
photo  by  Van  Rayne) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Eula  Parks 
hardly  dropped  her  luggage  before  she 
dug  through  the  pacdcet  ch  informaticm 
shed  received  ancf  pulled  out  The  Mag. 

She  gathered  the  girls  in  her  Acteens  group 
and  togetiier  tiiey  flipped  through  tiie  pub- 
licaticm.  She  liked  what  she  saw. 

"It  lcx>ks  very  gcxxl,"  said  tiie  veteran 
Acteens  adviser  from  Hampton,  Va.  "I 
could  tell  by  tiie  girls'  teacuOT  that  they 
connected  witii  it  immediately.  They've 
rea%  made  it  user-friendly." 

Tne  Mag:  A  Kaleidoscope  of  Missions 
Awareness  and  Growth  is  the  new  cur¬ 
riculum  designed  by  national  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  tor  Acteens,  a  mis¬ 
sions  education  organization  for  girls  in 
grades  seven  through  12.  The  Mag  is  the 
result  of  two  years  of  research,  planning, 
and  preparation. 

It  was  officially  released  during  the 
National  Acteens  Convention  July  29- 
Aug.  1  in  Nashville.  Acteens  leaders 
from  arotmd  the  countiy  received  teach¬ 
ing  materials,  including  the  newly 
released  Acteens  Leader.  Groups  sub¬ 
scribed  to  Accent  will  automatically 
begin  receiving  The  Mag  in  time  for 

TVi<i  are  noticeable  even  before  on  using  language  tiiat  ^leaks  to  a  larger  June/July  issue.  Tlwre  also  is  a  weeldy 

TKo  \A»o  is  pver  nicked  uD  "Acteens  will  audience  of  teenage  girls.  'T'm  not  really  a  Bible  study  design^  to  nurtiue  tiie  spin- 
The  Mag  is  ever  pick^  up.  Acrej^  wm  person,^^  Trisha  Wise  of  Gtim  tual  life  of  the  feader  toward  a  missions 

notice  a  dramatic  ^J«ge  m  ««  n^  n^g^^^erw  ^  magazine  lifestyle  and  a  focus  on  the  adult  leader's 

stS  rvesSi  for  people  our  age  because  itfite  role  as  a  mentor.  Mentoring  activities  will 
iJ^yT^SEntsof^Magare:  be  weeldy  featu^iriA^  leader. 

"It  fits  in  theu^ibles  •Tour  undated  devotions  and  prayers  The  Mag  and  Acteens  ^dn  caii  be 
fcJilee  the  zap  between  which  refer  mis  to  the  included  prayer  ordered  tiirougb  WMU  eitiier  by  calling 

(800)968-7301orfrcm-www.w™u,tore.com. 


•  The  prayer  calendar  which  COTtains  a 
missionary  of  the  week  profile  and  also  a 
North  American  Mission  Board, 
International  Mission  Board  and  a  retired 
missionary  listed  for  each  day. 

•  WA  links  to  a  variety  of  otiier  infor¬ 
mation  and  activities. 

•  Ploity  of  blank  space  for  girls  to 
record  their  tiioughts  as  tiiey  interact  witii 
tiie  material. 

•  Missionary  Byte,  focusing  on  mis¬ 
sionaries  b^g  studied  for  tiie  month  and 
linked  to  tiie  missionaries  written  about  in 
Acteens  Leader. 

•  Slapshots,  which  is  cultural  informa¬ 
tion  and  tidbits  from  tiie  countries  where 
tiie  missionaries  being  studied  serve. 

•  Try  tiiis  at  home,  which  will  give  four 
suggestions  that  girls  can  do  at  home  — 
hands-on  activities  tiiat  girls  can  do  to 
impact  the  world  for  Christ 

Holdovers  from  Accent  are  Dr.  T,  music 
reviews,  stories  from  Acteens  groi^,  mis¬ 
sionary  Idd  stories,  and  unreached  people 
group  features. 

"V^  wanted  to  have  an  exciting  new  pub- 
licatioa"  MitdieU  said,  "but  we  listened  to 
our  audience  and  kept  the  elements  of  Accent 
that  they  enjoyed  the  most" 


Designers  intentionally  removed  Acteen^ 
^ledfic  terminology  and  placed  an  enmhasis 
on  using  language  tiiat  ^leaks  to  a  larger 
audience  of  teenage  girls.  'T'm  not  really  a 
magazine  person,  said  Trisha  Wise  of  Gum 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2003 


F  EFMZ  FIM  EFMZ,  YFK 
BNWBEEBQJ  XL  JYS  QPRB 
XQ  PEE  JYB  BPMjYl  KYF 
YPLJ  LBj  JYS  HEFMS 
PAFOB  JYB  YBPOBQL. 
DLPERL  BXHYJ:  FQB 
Clue:  KmW 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Daniel  6:27 
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Nichols  b  the  interim  pastor. 
Holly  Church.  Corinth,  held 


winner  of  the  prettiest  cake  was 
Hm  Brock,  and  the  winner  of  the 
Tastiest  cake  was  Eddie  Walker. 
Pictured  are  the  participanb. 

The  Carrollton  Baptbt  Women's 
Conference,  Carrollton,  Iteasures 


inimlili316®yahoo.com,  jim_boothObeU- 
southjiet,  esmididmbcb.ore,  or  call  Jim 
Boott\  at  (601)  351-1585  or  Bank  &nith  at 
(601)  292-3361. 

The  Children  of  Bethel  Church, 
Monroe,  raised  $712  in  love  offering 
duriM  VBS.  The  offering  will  be  given  to 
the  Mptist  Children's  Village.  Chris 
Colburn  b  pastor. 

The  3rd  grade  GAs  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  recently  had  an  Annb  Armstitmg 
Tea  Party.  They  learned  about  Annie 

»  .  •  t  SS.  •__! _ 


3rd  grade  GAs  of  Hrst  Church,  Jackson 


The  Mbabrippi  Baptbt  Confnence  of 
the  Deaf,  Old  Fashioned  Deaf  Revival,  will 


It  Confnence  of 


be  held  Octobn  3>5  at  Cami 


uunp  K 

r _ 


Garaywa, 


Montrose  Church,  Louin, 
will  host  a  reception  in  honor 
of  Qyde  Littb  and  hb  wife, 

_ ^  Springs,  on  August  17 

"born  2-4  p.m.  Little  has  serve 
minbtry  tor  50  years. 


e  and  hb  wife,  Hollowav  VBS  m  lune.  total  enrollment  was 
on  August  17  ^  107  wim  an  avnan  attendance  of 

Little  has  served  in  the  80.  The  VBS  missions  offeraig  was  ^ven  to 
)  years.  the  work  of  the  Hitpanic  missions  in 

Alcorn  Coimty.  Tony  Morrow  b  pastor. 


Gunter  Road  Church,  Florence, 
will  present  The  Revelations  in  con¬ 
cert  on  August  24  at  6  p.m.  Gene 
Jordan  b  pastor.  For  more  information, 
caU  (601)  932-4134. 

wti _ .  _ 1.  • 


The  children  of  Christ  Church, 
Greenwood,  presented  the  patriotic  musi¬ 
cal  Salute  to  America  on  July  2.  Lanny 
Haley  b  pastor.  Pictured  (from  left,  fronQ 
are  Owen  Hambrick,  Mary  Upchurch, 
Taylor  Pleasants,  jpacK)  Jacob 
Spooner,  Kegan  Cunningham, 
Haley  Liddell,  Carlee  Thornburg, 
and  Lucas  Spooner. 


Arlington,  Texas, 
will  provide 
musk;  arid  Lar^ 
Barnett,  CSC, 
Austin,  Texas, 
will  interpret. 
Registration 
begins  at  5  pm. 
on  October  3. 
Evenb  will  take 


of  the  Heart,  will  be  held  v 
Sept«nber  13  from  8:30  am.-2:30  . 
p.m.  Refreshmente  will  be  served  during 
regbtration  from  8:30-9  a.m.  Tlckeb  are  $l5 

_ 1 _ U 


MiUs 


First  Church,  Chicora,  held 
special  Sunday  morning  service 
to  honor  life  long  memoer  John 
Harvey  "Janie"  Mills  on  July  27, 
her  90th  birthday.  Following  the 
I-  service  a  luncheon  and  celebra¬ 
tion  was  held  for  Mills.  David 
Roberson  is  pastor. 


VBS  Paiticipanto  of  Bedtel  Church,  Monroe  ^  uctooer  d. 

I  Evenb  will  take 

I  place  Friday  beginning  at  7  pm.,  Saturday 
I  oeginning  at  7‘JO  am.,  and  Sunday  begin- 

I  _  «  _  _  T? _ J _ t _ 


including  luru^.  Page  Hughes,  Women's  Eric  Naquin,  retired  as  pastor  of  Big 
Evangelum  Department,  NAMB,  will  be  Springs  Church,  Brookhaven,  will  be  avail- 
spea^g.  The  North  Carrollton  Women  of  aole  ror  interim  and  supply  preachi^. 
Praise,  the  Carrollton  Baptist  Men^s  .Naquin  can  be  reached  1^  oaflinc  (601). 
Quartet,  and  Diarma  Jones  will  provide  823o734.  Dean  Durr  has  been  called  as 
music.  For  regbtration  information,  contact  interim  pastor. 

(662)  237-6717or  (662)  237-6326  by  Aug.  30. 


piaies,  onu  uiu  iosuwaicu  iuiio. 


Men'i  Cook-off  of  First  Church,  Glendale 


^M! 


★ 


Monticello  Church,  Monticello, 
will  present  Brent  Lamb,  bad  singer 
of  Shoumdoah,  in  concert  August  24 
at  7  p.m.  A  love  offering  will  be 
received.  ..  - 


McBee  Churdi,  Griumhus^ 
will  present  Lee  Pitb  Ministries 
on  August  17  at  10*30  am.  and 
6  pm  For  more  infonnation. 


The  youth  of  ^ringdale  Church, 
Ripley,  attended  Youth  Week  June 
16-20  with  57  participanb.  Three  were 
saved  and  one  surrendered  into  full-time 
minbtry.  Robby  Rowland  is  the 
youth  minbter. 

,  % 

Addie  M.  Holloway  has  52 
rears  of  perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  School  at  Valley  Park 


Church  Crisis 
Communications 
Conference 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


IbpduL  JaytMt  Aug.  31; 

Sunday  Sdiod,  10  am;  worship, 

11  am;  dinner  wiU  be  served; 
afternoon  singing  will  follow; 

Frank  Gumv  guest  speaker;  The  Gatesville,  Crystal  Springs: 

Daniels  Family  quartet,  musk.  Aug.  31<6ept  3;  Sunday,  11  am; 

ni^  at  7  1  : 

Main  Street,  Hattiesburg:  Sr.,  Cypress  Shore,  Theodore, 

Oct  26;  lOOdt  ariniverBary;  woi>  Ala.,  evangelist;  Alan  FaUer,  The  Landmarls,  New  Albany,  11 
shto,  lO’JO  am;  a  congregational  Gemgetown,  Georgetown,  musk;  Tommy  C.  Peters,  pastor, 

picture,  time  capsule  ceremony,  musk;  Matt  Armstrong,  pastor 

and  dirmer  on  me  grounds  will  New  Hope,  Ibpelo:  Aug.  24; 

follow;  centennial  program,  2  Franklin  Creek  Moss  Fbint:  worship,  10:45  a.m.;  Jeff 

pm;  Jon  Stubblefield,  pMtor.  Aug.  31;  dinner  will  be  served  on  Chamblee,  music; 

-  the  gonmds;  afternoon  sir^ging;  JcAmson,  pastor. 

HUdiland,  Hahomingo:  Aug.  Bromer  Sadler,  preaching. 

17;  iStti  araiiversary;  worship, 

11  am;  die  old  ^u^  bell  will  New  Salem,  Calendonia: 
be  dedicated  in  memory  of  Aug.  24-28;  Sunday,  H  a.m., 

Stanley  McAnally;  Jimmy 
BiyanC  former  pastoi;  preaching; 

Jeremy  Harris,  pastor. 

Parieway,  lUpelo:  Aug.  24; 
worahip,  lCh30  am;  dinner  will 
be  served  at  noon;  a  time  of  fel¬ 
lowship  and  remiriiscing  will  fol¬ 
low;  Mark  Greeoty,  fomner  pas- 
toi^  preadiing;  raui  Brashier,  pas¬ 


tor;  Robert  E.  Shirley,  ^  Alford,  and  7  p.m.;  Ken  Anderson,  HoUy  BluH,  Holly  Bluff: 
former  pastors;  for  more  infor-  Parkway,  Qinton,  evangelist;  T.  Sept  7;  wordiip,  10:45  am;  a 
nuitioBV  call  (662)  842-7843.  R.  Darsey,  Hrst  V^ftnona,  musk;  covered  dish  will  be  served; 

Ihivis  Gray,  pastor.  aftemocm  singing,  130  p.m.; 

Makdm  Massey,  preadiing. 

Macedonia,  Myrtle:  Aug.  17; 

pm;  James  Messer  Sund^  School,  930  am;  wor-  Arkaddphia,  Bailey:  Aug.  17; 

*  shfo,  1030  am;  dinner  at  noexv  Survday  School,  10  am;  worahfo, 

am;  a  fellowship  meal 
follow;  Edsol  Wells,  former  pas¬ 
tor;  prKKhing. 

Liberh,  Uber^  Aug.  17-20; 
Lowell  Sund^,  11  am,  dinner  at  noon, 
and  7  pm;  Mon.-WBd.,  rwon 
with  hmeh  and  7  pm;  Rkky 
Hrst  MendenhalL  A\i£.  17-  Kennedy,  preaching;  Jimmy 
20;  Sunday,  1030  am  and  6  pm;  Klbo,musk. 

MoTL-Wed.,  7  am  and  7  pm; 

Rec  Yancey,  First,  Pascagoula,  Galilee,  Rankiru  Aug.  17-20; 
evangelist;  Allen  Harris,  NOTth  Sunday,  10  a.m.,  11  am.,  lunch 
Oxford,  Oxford,  musk;  Kermit  at  noon,  and  aft^oon  services 
Greenville,  evangelist;  Chris  Bdl  D.  McGregor,  pastor.  wiU  follow;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

First,  Sn^viUe,  C^.,  music;  Roger  Barnes,  evangelist; 

David  iL  Woods,  pastor.  Uni^,  West:  Aug.  22  and  23;  Hosanna,  music;  Frank  Smith, 

FrL  and  Sat,  7  pm;  Sunday,  11  interim  pastor. 

Dude  Hill,  Duck  Hill:  Ai^  am  and  7  pm;  Matt  Brady,  ^t, 

24-27;  Sunday,  11  am  and  6:j0  Duraitt^reaching;  Steve  White,  Oak  Grove,  Qadce:  Aug.  17; 
pm;  Mon.-WKL,  noon  luivheon  musk;  Gene  Rkhardsem,  pastor.  worship,  11  am.;  lunch  at  noon; 

_  Roy  McHenry,  former  pastor. 

New  Haverv  Wein  Ai;^  17-20;  speaking;  Terry  Irby,  pastor. 
Sunday,  11  am  m>d  6:^  pm; 

Mdn.-W»d.,  7  pm;  R  C.  Bryan, 

Flwba,  evangelist;  Melmda 
Newlin,  Teresa  Simpson,  and 
Cheryl  Mdntire,  musk;  Harvie 
Jacksrfo,  pastor;  fra:  inore  mforina- 
tkn,  can  (662)  547-^139. 

Midway,  Newton:  Aug.  17; 

125th  anniversary;  worship, 

10:30  a.m.;  a  covered  dim 
lunch  will  be  served. 

Immanuel,  Pontotoc  Aire.  24- 
27;  Sunday-Wed.,  7  pm;  Jramny 
^kes,  evangelist;  Melvin 
Crawley,  pastra;  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  (662)  489-5733. 

Shiloh,  Lawrence:  Aug.  17-20; 

Sunday,  11  am,  a  cove^  dish 
wiU  be  served  at  noon,  and  7  pm; 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm;  Buddy  ^y, 
evangelist;  Huoert  Greer;  musk; 

Robed  Dunn,  interim  pador. 

Hnt  Kosdusko:  Aug.  24-27; 

Sund^,  11  a.m.  and  /  pm.; 

Mon.-Wed.,  lunch  at  noon  with 
woeshfo  to  follow,  and  7  pm; 

Steve  Hale,  evangdist:  Steve  and 

^  Becky  Carver;  musk;  Barry  C. 

Coibett,  pastor. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  *the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(/  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  fteedbrn  fitxn  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 

them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  texlay,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Survival  Weekend,  hosted 
W  the  villliam  Ouey  College 
(WCC)  Baptist  Student  Union, 
will  take  place  August  15-17  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Survival  Weekend  ofters  new 
students  the  opportunity  to 
make  new  friend,  meet  some 
of  the  faculty  and  administra¬ 
tion,  and  receive  creative  tips 
on  surviving  at  college. 
Registration  for  he  weekend 
win  begin  in  the  Student 
Conference  Center  August  15 
at  5  p.m.  Survival  Weekend  is 
open  to  all  new  freshmen  and. 
transfer  students  entering 
WCC.  The  registration  fee  is 
$30.  For  more  information  call 
(601)  318-6161  or  1-800-962- 
5991,  ext.  161. 


lifeWsy  hu  the  solntioii-a  ISqiafltngv 
mini-biu  thit  meets  Fbderd  nfiety  ita^^ 
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of  $189  and  a  ntindxr  of  boxes  of  tofletries 
were  collected  for  the  Baptist  Children's 
>^llaee.  Karen  Hvless  was  to  VB6  director 
DonK  Stewart  is  interim  pastor 

Society  Hill  Chuidv  Oakvale,  hdd  a  note 
burning  for  ttieir  Fdlowship  Hall  on  June  8. 
Ihose  partic^ting  were  Lame  Mwee,  Floyd 
'foidl  Langston,  Gary  Htzhugb,  Diane  Ott, 
and  Tommy  ftoom,  pastor 

Dixie  Church,  Hattiesburg,  held  VBS 
June  2-6  wid\  234  in  attendance.  Pictured 
are  Phyllis  Hudson's  4th  «ade  students 
cracking  the  character  code. 

Providence  Church,  Grenada,  held 
VBS  June  9-13.  Sanya  Fulgham  was  the 
director.  Pictured  are  the  attendants. 


AHcn  Hill  has  recently 
joined  the  staff  of  West  Laurel 
Chutdv  Latuel,  as  Minister  of 
Music ‘  and  Activities.  Hill 
comes  frmn  First  Chtuxii, 
TaylorsvUle. 

Michael  Perry  has  accept¬ 
ed  the  call  as  Pastor  of  First 
Chuidi,  Moss  Point  Per^  is 
a  graduate  of  Samford 
University  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  comes  from 
Marion,  Ala. 

First  Chuidv  Waynesboro, 
has  called  Stephen  Smith  as 
Pastor.  &nith  cc»nes  from  First 
Church,  Jackson,  and  served 

?>iior  to  that  witik  the  IMB  for 
5  years. 


Dixie  Church  VBS,  Hattiesburg 

Central  Churdv  Brookhaven,  ordained 
Charles  Item  Thunnm  to  the  ministry  on 
July  20.  tnurman  and  his  wife,  Amanda 
Mitdidl,  are  currendy  serving  as  Minister  of 
Students.  Pictured  (mxn  left)  are  Frank  O. 
Rice,  pastor;  and  Thurman. 

Hrst  Church,  Glcndal^  hdd  VBS  June  22- 
27.  Enrollment  was  202  wid\  m  avera^  atten¬ 
dance  of  165.  Fourteen  odder  children  indicat¬ 
ed  a  desire  to  become  Christians.  An  offering 


Providence  Chuidi  VBS  Paiticipmts,  Greruda 


RA  Derby  Race,  Parkway  Chuidi,  Hernando 


Rice,  pastor;  and  Thurman 


Sodety  Hill  Note  Burning,  Oakvale 


SQUIRE  PARSONS 
IN  CONCERT 


staff,  etc.  Make  a  difference  in  peoples 
lives.  I'm  a  Baptist  pastor  with  a  tremen- 

_  dous  opportunity  to  share.  Jack  Teer, 

INBOX,  15462  f^cia  Dale  Drive,  Baton  Rouge, 

LA  70819,  (225)  275-3602. _ 

LEAftN  CMAlJC  ART  MINISTRY  BY 
Lowt*  yOu*  phone  bill  blessed  video.  For  more  information  write:  P.O. 

.  _ _  Hope  has  4.9  centeminute,  (24/7),  no  Box  1206,  Fairfield,  TX  75840.  Email 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  fees,  no  fine  print  and  250,000  happy  larsinOpflash.com. 

customers.  Toll  free  (866)  587-8346  or  BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS.  ALL 
info  at  www.covenantohorteservioe.corn.  sizes.  WWW.CulfshoresCondos.com, 
BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONOO,  late  summer  special,  2  night  weekend 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr.,  sell  WALK-IN,  deeps  six.  Two  Bedroom,  two  $130.(X).  Four  weeknights  $190.00. 

$119.  Call  (601)  209-0872.  _  bath,  special  rates  -  dinner  tickets  for  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults,  2  kids),  good 

A  QUEEN  MATTRESS  SET,  pillow-top,  anniversary,  birthday,  groups  welcome,  thru  a^M)3.  (205)  55^1 524. 

NEW  in  plastic.  Sell  $175.  Call  (601)  Call  (662)  746-4632. _ _  LARGE  SUBURBAN  ST.  LOUIS,  MIS- 

209-0872. _ _  HBDELBURG  STAINED  GLASS,  MERID-  SOURI  baptist  church  prayerfully  seeks 

A  BRAND  NEW  KING  Orthopedic  mat-  |AN.  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  a  full-time  Minister  of  Music.  Duties 
tress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only  $189.  Call  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7956  or  call  include  leading  contempory  worship 
(601)209-0872.  (800)368-2705.  services,  coordinating  vocal  and  instru- 

LEESVlUi  -  HRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH:  tOMlSYONf  CLEANING,  CONTAtt  mental  ensembles  and  major 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  fbdeesvIlleOwtwnllnenet. 


estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 


_  SOL  $250.  Call  (601)  209-0872 

FINAllV  A^FORDAILE  HEAIIH  i^btfobM  Stf ,  MUNt)  KitW  I 
Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call  (jed,  dresser,  mirror,  chest  and  night- 
(662)  568-3482  ‘ 

MEGA 
Compa 


church  wlrxiows,  reworking  artd  repair, 
Columbu^lackstto,  (877)  477-1899. 

A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Othopedic 


Friday,  August  22, 2003  •  7:00  p.m. 

Poplar  Springs  Baptist  Qiurch  •  Mendenhall,  MS 

For  more  information  call 

(601)847-2555 

Pastor  -  Jack  Woodard 
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nnt  Church  Lambert  VBS  Participants,  Lambert 


Pint  Church,  Lambert,  cele¬ 
brated  their  homecomii^  on 
June  29.  Pictured  (from  lef^  are 
Dmald  O'Quinn,  pastor,  and 
Lt*  Col.  Chaplam  A.  M. 
"Sonny"  Moore,  guest  preacher. 

Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  sent  12  children  to 
participate  in  State  Bible  Drills, 
nctured  are  the  participants. 


Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  had  9  girls  attend  GA 
camp  at  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton.  Pichirea  (from  left, 
front)  are  Emily  Qey,  Kayla 
Nelsm,  Ariel  Davis,  (back) 
Camille  ftnith,  Bailey  Jemuon, 
Kathleen  Ullman,  Channinge 
Jones,  Erica  Mixon,  and  June 
WeJfc^. 


f  'i  ..  ■' 


O  Wit  o  *-  > 


GAs  of  Rocky  Creek,  Lucedale 


'tir 


Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  recently  held  their 
GAs  recognition  service  for  2002- 
2003.  The  theme  was  Hands 
Across  the  Worid  and  the  girls 
dressed  as  difiierent  covmtries 
and  gavyuayer  requeste  for  the 
country  th^  represented. 

Big  Level  Church,  l^^ggine, 
recenBy  held  VBS.  Picturra  are 
the  members  of  the  Idndeigar^ 
class  and  their  teachers  boarding 
he  bus  at  the  comer  of  London 
Bridge  Rd.  and  Big  Ben  Ave. 

Meadow  Grove  Church, 
Brandon,  held  a  motmd- 
breaking  on  June  S  for  a 
new  sanctua^,  educational 
area,  and  fellowship  hall. 
Hchired  are  the  participants. 

First  Church,  Lambert, 
ccmducted  VBS  June  9-13. 
Eigh^  participated  in 
weekly  activities.  Five  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  were  made. 


y 


Rocky  Creek  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Lucedale 


la  W  M  IS  tf  "Is  ..  V  R  '  H ^  mV': 


Ground  Breaking  of  Meadow  Grove  Church,  Brandon 


Big  Level  Church  VBS  Participants,  Wiggins 


» 


- 


O'Quinn,  pastor  &  Moore 


w' 


DURAtrt- mST  lAPnsr  CHURCH  B  seek¬ 
ing  a  part-time  minisler  cjf  music.  Sunday  am 
and  pm  services,  Wednesday  night  services. 
Also,  lead  an  adult  choir  Plew  contact  (662) 
653-3105  or  tax  resume  (662)  65^147. 


teacherneeded-FouryearoldABekacumcu- 
lum.  For  more  infoimation  call  Nina  Nesom  a 
(601)  372-5188. _ _ 


Hill,  Alabama,  seeking  full-time  pastor 
with  seminary  degree  from  SBC  institution 
and  with  a  least  5  years  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to  Tompkins  Baptist 
Church,  14130  Hwy  43,  Grove  Hill,  AL 
36451 ,  attn:  pastor  search  committee. 
MlKiiiiTA  dt 

f^-time  Minister  of  \buth  needed  a  Lexie 
Baptia  Church  in  Tylertown,  Miss.  Would 
pr^  to  combine  these  positions  into  one 
position.  Send  resumes  to  personnel  com- 
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mittee,  Lexie  Baptia  church,  1 2  West 
Lexie  Road,  Tylerlown,  MS  39667.  For 
more  info  call  (601)  222-0165. _ 


DeSoto  and  Tale  counties  is  now  taking  appli¬ 
cations  and  resumes  for  Association  Missions 
Direclor.  Serxf  ai  information,  indudmg  accu¬ 
rate  refereixes  to  Mr.  Dan  Freeman,  2604 

Lavem  Road,  Nediit,  MS  38651. _ 

AOAtdN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  WIU  BC 
accepting  resumes  for  the  kill-time  position 
of  AdministiativeAssistanL  All  interested  indi¬ 
viduals  may  apply  by  sending  a  resume  to 
Adaton  Ba^  Church,  attention;  personnel 
committee,  1975  Highway  82  W.,  Starfcville, 
MS  39759.  Resumes  will  be  accepted 
through  Augua  30,  2003.  For  additional 
infotmaboa  call  (662)  323-3735. 
FrtSTlAPretOlUKHOFWCStKliiNf; 
Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes  for 
posMonof  a  kJMirne  Early  Orikfrood  MMstry 


Direclor  (child  care  &  Kindergarten).  Please 
serxf  resurrcs  to  Ftra  Baptia  Church,  RO.  Box 
794,  Wea  ftrirt,  MS  39773,  attn.  cc  chairman, 
Shemwn  Beny  or  call  (662)  494-4213. 
RAYMOND  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Jackson  is  prayerfully  seeking  individuals 
for  poshkxrs  as  full-time  minister  of  music 
and  part-time  minister  to  children.  Please 
serxf  resurrre  to  Raymond  Road  Baptia 
Church,  personnel  committee,  4622 
Rayrrxxxf  Road,  Jackson,  MS  39212.  Rev. 
Tcxnmy  Anthony  is  pastor. _ 


Miss.,  is  looking  for  a  part-time  music  direc¬ 
tor.  We  wish  this  person  to  come  to  us  only 
led  by  the  SpirM,  and  bring  new  and  refresh¬ 
ing  kfeas  to  help  us  to  praise  the  Lord  as  He 
so  deserves.  Se^  resume  to  Annette  Smith, 
410  Lamar  Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39401.  Or  call  Carol  Moore  (601)  264- 
6623,  or  call  (601)  544-1567. 


Rocky  Creek  GA  Camp  Partidpants,  Lucedale 


♦ 


Save 

$300  -  $600 
A  YEAR 


MISSISSIPPI 


^  BAPTISTS 


601-957-3841 

1-800-844-3254 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Acting  V^^ly 

Genesis  41:1-57 


Karen  HcrflowcU 


In  this  wedc's  lesson,  we  see 
Josef^  finally  beiiw  cklivered 
fiom  prison  and  the  &  of  a  slave 
to  one  who  is  elevated  to  second 
higgles!  in  oontrd  of  file  great 


plan  God  had  for  him. 
Pharaoh  had  two 
dieams-one  in  whidi 
seven  lean  cows  ate  «.  n 
seven  fat  cows,  and  the 
ofiier  in  ^duch  fite  thin  heads  on 
file  stalks  of  grain  consumed  the 


HoUowell 


nignest  m  control  ot  the  great  me  stalks  ot  gram  consumea  me 
Egyptian  empire.  God  revealed  fuDheads.  Noone-notanyof the 
his  sovere^ty  fiuougii  the  king's  wise  men  could  interpret 
dreams  of  two  fdlow  prisoners  thisdream.  At  this  point  file  ciq>- 
of  Joseph  and  later,  in  two  bearer  remembers  Joseph  arid 
dreams  of  Pharadi  hmiself.  tdls  Fharadi  about  him.  Josofii 

hiQuq>ter40ofGenesisisthe  is  quiddy  sent  to  him.  Hemate 
account  of  Jos^i  interpreting  it  clear  nom  the  beginning  that 
the  dreams  of  me  king's  baker  God  will  give  file  meaning  of  the 
and  cufibeaier  In  both  cases,  dreams-not  him.  For  Jowffii  to 


what  Joseph  said  did  come  to 
pass.  Josem  asked  the  cupbearer 
to  rememoer  him  ndien  he  was 
restored  to  his  position,  but  he 
did  not  For  two  more  years, 
Joseph  remained  in  prison. 
Ch^Her  41  is  %iiiere  the  pivotal 
events  occur  that  bring  Joseifii 
doser  to  the  fulfillment  of  me 


make  a  strong  stand  for  God  in  a 
nation  i^iere  many  gods  were 
wcMshipped  was  a  brave  fiimg 
inde^  e^iedally  when  he  has 
been  in  prison  for  so  many  years. 
Ife  was  seventeen  \^iim  first 
brought  to  Egypt  and  is  now 
thirty.  How  easy  it  would  have 
been  to  discount  his  heritage  for 


the  sake  of  freedom,  but 
he  did  not 

Ihe  two  dreams  fiiat 
Fharadi  had  meant  file 
same  fiiing-Egypt  would 
have  seven  aoundant 
years  oi  ot^  and  plen¬ 
ty,  and  then  there  would 
be  seven  years  of  severe 
fiunine.  Joseph  fiien 
II  advised  Pharaoh  to 
appoint  an  overseer  who 
would  be  reqxmsible  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  grain  and  oops  over 
file  next  seven  years  so  there 
would  be  a  si^ly  during  file 
seven  years  or  famine.  Even 
Pharar^  who  worshipped  false 
gods,  knew  fiiat  Jos^h  was 
spealdi^  with  divine  wiraom.  In 
verse  3^  he  says ...  "Can  we  find 
arwone  like  mis  rnan,  one  in 
whom  is  the  spirit  of  God?" 
Even  fiioug^  God  revealed  the 
^iture  in  Pharaoh's  dreams 
tiiroug^  Joseph's  interpretation, 
it  woulrm't  nave  meant  very 
much  if  no  action  had  been 
taken.  He  immediately  put 
Joeeffii  in  charge  of  his  piaiace 
and  file  whole  umd  of  Egypt.  He 
would  be  second  oruy  to 


Pharaoh.  He  married  an 
Egyptian  woman,  had  two  sons, 
and  fulMled  all  ^  responsibili¬ 
ties  of  file  job  he  had  oufiined. 
So  much  grain  was  collected 
during  the  seven  abundant  years 
that  it  could  not  be  counted. 

One  of  the  main  things  that 
should  be  noted  about  Joseph 
is  his  repeated  emphasis  that 
he  did  not  have  any  power  on 
his  own.  He  kept  giving  God 
the  glory  ana  nonor  for 
revealing  the  meaning  of  the 
dreams.  By  ourselves,  we 
cannot  do  anything.  When 
we  are  humble  enough  to 
acknowledge  that  God  is  our 
provider  and  sustainer,  then 
we  become  a  vessel  through 
which  God  can  be  glorified. 

How  different  is  this  Joseph 
we  see  at  age  30  compared  to  me 
boy  he  was  back  home,  thought¬ 
lessly  telling  his  broth^  about 
his  dreams  in  whidi  he  would 
rule  over  fiiem.  Ihe  time  was 
coming  when  that  dream  would 
also  be  a  reality,  but  (xily  fiirou^ 
circumstances  in  whiw  Joseph 
found  himself  a  slave  and  prison¬ 
er  for  thirteen  years. 


In  these  years,  even 
through  the  loneliest,  dreari¬ 
est,  tunes,  Joseph  never  lost 
his  zeal  for  God. 

Joseph  acted  in  a  vtm  fi^ 
allowed  even  the  pdlylheistip, 
Egyptian  ruler  to  know  fiiat  the 
spmt  of  the  one  true  God  was 
within  him.  Can  we  say  the 
same?  Can  unbdievers  look  at 
how  we  live  our  lives  and  know 
that  we  walk  in  the  light  of  Jesus 
Christ?  Moreover,  the  wise  ded- 
sicms  fiiat  Pharacfii  made  in 
regards  to  the  famine  would  not 
have  been  possible  without  God. 
Pharaoh  may  have  been  wor- 
shqip^  as  a  god  by  his  nation, 
the  wise  men  m  may  have 

thought  they  had  tm  abuily  to 
tran^te  dreams,  but  only  Cfod 
would  determine  the  future.  No 
matter  how  smart  we  fiiink  we 
are,  wifiiout  God  we  will  not  be 
able  to  make  wise  decisions  and 
take  apprcpriate  action,  "bi  his 
heart  a  man  plans  his  course,  but 
the  Lord  determines  his  stiqis'' 
(Proverbs  16:9). 

HoUowell  is  a  member  of 
Crosby  Church,  Crosby. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Taming  Your  Tongue 

James  3:1-18 


ByKid^ 


A  well  known  gossfo  in  the 
community  came  unaer  ccm- 
viction  over  the  results  of  gos¬ 
sip  being  spread  and  deemed 
to  talk  to  the  pastor.  After  some 
time  of  confession  the  gossip 
felt  she  needed  to  go  to  the 
altar  and  recommit  herself  and 
her  tongue  to  file  Lord.  She 
told  her  pastor  she  wanted  to 
"lay  it  all  on  the  altar."  The  pas¬ 
tor  responded,  "We  have  about 
twenty  feet  of  altar  here,  so  just 
get  as  much  of  your  tongue  as 
you  can  donvn  tnere." 

My  how  we  are  guilty  of  not 
being  ^>irit-filled,  yet  with  a 
loose  tongue.  James  reminds  us 
of  the  horrendous  damage  being 
done  \dien  we  are  out  of  conbm 
I.  Consider  Your 
Accountability  (3:1-2). 

What  a  wonderful  influence, 
the  God-gifted  teacher!  What 


an  often  boring  shame, 
file  self-called  teacher. 

James  warns  us  to  take  Youne 
responsibility  for  our 
speech  and  file  forum  in  which 
we  choose  to  use.  How  easy  it  Ir 
is  to  open  your  mouth  and  b« 
speak,  riow  difficult  to  try  to  re 
regroup  and  apologize  after  a  fii 
luumful  word.  When  we  stum-  ir 
ble  and  unintentionally  say  fire  bl 
wrong  thing,  we  just  have  to  Ul 
try  to  make  up  for  it  with  m 
encouraging  and  complimenta-  ua 
ry  words,  femes  says  we  must  d 
take  responsibility  in  either 
case.  The  man  who  has  H 
reached  maturity  is  able  to  con¬ 
trol  his  tongue  at  aU  times,  d 
That  wiU  omy  happen  when  m 
we  reach  complete  maturity  in  ai 
the  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus.  1 1 

n.  Take  Control  (33-8).  fe 
A  horse's  bridle,  a  shop's  rud-  h 
der,  and  a  match  seem  to  rave  so  ir 
btfie  in  common.  Yet,  they  rach  sc 


illustrate  how  a  small 
object  can  exhibit  such 
pcrwerful  control.  It  is 
also  true  for  the  tongue. 
Each  of  these  has  the 
potential  for  great  benefit 
when  under  control,  but 
let  the  horse  get  out  of 
control  and  watch  out 
You  may  be  in  for  the 
tide  ex’  fell  of  your  life.  So 
*  it  is  witti  the  ship. 
Malicious  wild  fires-countless 
lives  and  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  lost  James  compares  the 
results  of  an  untamed  tongue  in 
the  same  way.  Half-truths  and 
malicious  gossip  have  irrepara¬ 
bly  damaged  lives.  The  result  is 
like  "deadSy  poison."  There  is  so 
much  potential  for  gocxl  when 
under  oontred,  yet  so  much  tragic 
damage  \^ien  uncontrolled. 

III.  Seek  Consistency  (3:9- 

12). 

One  Sunday,  durir^  a  chil¬ 
dren's  sermon,  1  used  a  ham¬ 
mer  as  an  illustration  of  a  tool 
and  how  we  can  all  be  helpful. 
I  fiien  asked  if  they  or  their  dad 
had  ever  hit  fiieir  finger  with  a 
hammer  when  trying  to  ham¬ 
mer  a  nail.  One  cnila,  a  grand¬ 
son  of  one  of  our  deacons,  said 


"Oh  yes,  and  you  should  have  ty  and  without  h; 


un  yes,  and  you  snouid  rave 
heard  the  words  my  Pappa  said 
when  he  hit  his  hand.  1  can't 
say  those  words  in  church." 

James  sternly  warns  us,  "Out 
of  the  same  mouth  proceed 
blessing  and  cursing...  these 
things  ought  not  be"(v.l0).  Just 
as  a  mountain  spring  will  only 
produce  wonderful  refreshing 
C(x>i  water  and  a  fig  tree  wiU 
only  produce  figs,  so  should 
we  only  produce  good  fruit  as 
believers.  1  still  remember  the 
reminder  of  my  dear  grand¬ 
mother  when  we,  her  grand¬ 
sons  had  the  tendency  to  tattle 
on  each  other.  She  would  say, 
"If  you  can't  say  something 
good  about  each  other,  donr 
say  anything  at  all." 

III.  Be  Careful  (3:13-18). 

James  concludes  his  discus- 
siem  of  the  tongue  wifii  words 
amceming  wisaran.  First,  fiiere 
is  earfiily  wisdran  that  is  "rarthly, 
sensuaL  and  demraiic."  That  is 
the  wi^ran  that  comes  fnxn  a 
self-seeking,  self-satisfying  man 
looking  out  for  his  own  benefit 
The  w&lom  "frexn  above,"  godly 
wisde^  is  "pure,  peaceable,  gen¬ 
tle,  willing  to  yiel^  full  of  mercy 
and  good  fruits,  wifiiout  partiab- 


ty  ana  without  hypocrisy,  lias 
wisdom  displays  file  miit  of 
ri^teousness  as  "sown  in  peace 
by  those  who  makepeace.  Ihat 
snouid  be  the  attmide  by  aU 
believers.  Ife  is  giving  reference 
to  the  truth  that  we  will  reap 
what  we  sow,  or  as  one  of  my 
delta  ferm  buddies  would  say,' 
"Preacher,  you  gotta'  remembeit 
what  goes  around,  comes 
around.  Just  say  nice  filings  to 
and  about  folks  and  you  donY 
have  to  worty  about  wnat  mi^ 
comearound."  lamremindeaof 
two  individuak  vfiien  I  fiuific 
about  fiiese  wcxds.  The  first 
truly  has  the  gift  of  encourage¬ 
ment  I  always  kx^ced  forwud 
to  being  aroiTO  this  deli^ilful 
deacon.  He  foimd  scanething 
good  to  say  about  everybocty 
The  second  individual  seemed  to 
be  walking  under  a  dark  doud 
every  day.  This  person  had  a 
word  of  ccHimlaint  about  almost 
everything.  Needless  to  say  this 
persm  was  not  pleasant  to  be 
around.  God  saia  to  love  them 
both  the  same. 

Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  Sdwol  Dept,  at  the  MBCB 
in  Jadcson. 


Choosing  Your  Car  Tag 
Can  Save  a  Baby's  Life 

Twelve  months  (July  2002-Jun 


Yancey 


Twelve  months  (July  2002-June 
2003)  into  the  Choose  Life  car  tag 

-  sales,  $122,375  has 

been  generated  to 
benefit  crisis  preg¬ 
nancy  centers  (CPC) 
in  Mississippi.  For 
thirty  dollars  extra, 
any  Mississippi  resi¬ 
dent  can  purchase  a 
Choose  Life  license 
plate.  Of  the  30  dol- 
Yancev  from  the 

State  Tax 

Commission  to  the  Choose  Life 
Advisory  Committee  (CLAC)  to  the^ 
CPC's.  In  Cleveland,  $4000  wentM 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  sono-^ 
gram  machine  for  the  Sav-A-Lifev 
CPC.  Additionally,  according  to^ 
Rita  Fisher,  the  office  manager  at  thefl 
Sav-A-Life  in  Cleveland,  ^he  tag  J 
provided  $1,700  that  we  used  toH 
provide  abstinence  education  pro-^ 

f;rams,  post-abortion  counseIing,H 
ree  pregnancy  tests  and  couns^-^ 
ing.  For  women  with  positive  preg- j 
nancy  test  results,  we  provided^ 
booties  as  a  symbol  of  life  withinJ 
them.  Choose  Life  funds  really” 
helped  with  our  diaper  bags  ministry, 
the  clothes  closet,  and  our  parent- a 
ing  programs."  Golden  Triangle 81 
CPC  in  Columbus  was  able  to 
purchase  a  sign  with  a  $750  gift 
after  a  tornado  destroyed  theirAr  .4^ 
previous  one.  Another  $837  3^  ^ 

nelped  with  budgeted  ^ 
needs.  7  O 

According  to  Nancy  ^  -2 

Pruett,  the  executive  y  tM 
director  of  Sav-A-Life  in\ 

Tupelo,  the  first  check  I  Ifl 
they  received  came  at  the 
end  of  one  of  the  driest 
financial  years  in  their  history. 

The  $2,014  check  helped  to  cover  their 
budget  expenses.  Ine  second  check 
they  received  funded  a  parenting 
class  for  pregnant  women,  post-abor¬ 
tion  services  that  included  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  and  memorial  services,  and  a  copi¬ 
er  for  the  office.  "People  don’t  realize 
that  CPC's  are  on  a  shoestring  budget. 
Money  from  the  car  tags  nelps  us 
tremendously,"  said  Pruett. 

Seven  states  now  have  a  Choose  Life 
car  tag.  TTiey  are  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Louisuma,  Florida,  Oklahoma,  South 


Carolina,  and  Hawaii.  Seventeen  other 
states  are  considering  legislation  that 
wovild  create  a  Choose  Life  tag.  Since 
the  Supreme  Court  ended  an  effort  to 
block  Choose  Life  license  plates  in 
Louisiana  last  December,  the  tags  have 
been  selling  faster  than  many  ever 
dreamed.  In  Mississippi,  more  than 
5,200  tagS^P— 
have 
bee 

county  y 

col-^ 


apply  for  Choose  Life  money,  each  CPC 
completes  an  application  detailing  the 
number  of  women  diey  see  and  die  special 
needs  they  may  have.  Using  a  formula 
based  upon  the  numbers  eadi  oiganiza- 
ticni  turns  in  and  die  number  of  tags  sold 
in  that  area,  the  CLAC  distributes  me  tag 
money. 

Executive  Director 

^  mjoyce  Hopkins,  who 
^kserves  as  a  part-time 
^employee  of  the  Board 
Directors  of  the 
^BCLAC,  says  she  is 
amazed  the 

amount 

money 


phe  Missisgiirpi  Bapti^ 
mHqm^  Christum  Action- 
fort  i^syed  a  pivotal  roik 
p Ugislrttiort  thromgjt^ 
»urt,md  we  emgrat^ 
■■■iilllil  fihrtkot^ 


[been  raise^b^^^^l^ 

^  '^^rithe  sale  of  the  car^^*l^ 
Ol0fjmta%s.  "Seeing  Choose  Life 
-^^■tags  everywhere  is  so  encour- 
Mn^Ha^ng.  All  these  tags  repre- 
many  people  sup- 
|fl|^^|port  life  and  that  all  regions 
V^^Hof  the  state  are  profiting. ' 

The  first  six  months  of  2003 
'  ^^Hhave  been  extremely  good 
‘  pro-life 

■  4c^^HMississippians  contributed 
4^^|$93,000  in  tag  sales.  "We  had 
:;^^^^|hoped  to  go  over  $100,000 
miPl^Hour  first  calendar  year  but 
^P^^Pnow  it  appears  that  $200,000 
^^^^is  within  reach,"  beamed 
Terri  Herring,  President  of  the  CLAC. 
"The  tag  sales  are  a  great  example  of 
how  a  few  people  giving  a  relatively 
small  amount  of  money  can  make  a 
huge  difference." 

Getting  the  legislature  to  pass  a  law 


lector's  offices  in  / 
the  last  12  months  f 
generatin  g\ 

$122,375  for  CPC’s.  \ 

The  Choose  Lif^ 

Advisory  Committee'sy  j^^^^^PH 
Board  of  Directors 
le^onsible  for  distributing^^ 
the  funds.  Representatives  from 
Missis^ipi  Right  to  Life,  Jackson  Right  to 
Life,  die  Mississippi  B^tist  Christian 
Action  Commission,  the  Cathcdic  Diocese, 
and  the  CPCs  midce  uqp  die  board.  To 


creating  the  Choose  Life  car  tag  was 
not  easy.  In  the  2001  regular  session. 
Rep.  Carmel  Wells-Smith  introduced 
the  Choose  Life  bill  in  the  House  of 
Rgiresentatives  and  Senator  Richard 
White  filed  the  bill  in  the  State  Senate. 
Both  bills  were  sent  to  committees  and 
never  resurfaced.  A  year  later  in  2002, 
because  of  a  more  unified  lobbying 
effort  by  various  pro-life  groups,  the 
car  tag  bill  was  passed  into  law  and 
signed  by  Governor  Musgrove.  At  one 
point  in  the  Senate,  all  the  different  car 
tags  were  lumped  into  one  enormous 
bill  except  for  the  Choose  Life  tag. 
Opponents  of  the  Choose  Life  tag  tried 
to  omit  it  from  the  tag  bill  but  tnanks 
to  the  efforts  of  Senator  Richard  White 
and  others,  the  Choose  Life  tag  was 
included  in  the  final  legislation. 

Many  different  pro-life 
groups  worked 
together 

a  c  c  o  m  - 
plish  the 
goal 
having 

Ir  '  Choose  Life 

tag  for 
^^^^^aB^wMississippi. 

JT  m  According  to 
»  ^  /y  #Sandy  EUard, 

*#  President  of 
'  #  Mississippi  Right 
m  ''National 

m  ,  #  Right  to  Life  and 

/  #  Mississippi  Right  to 
^  #  Life  are  overjoyed  at 

#  the  success  of  the 
.#  Choose  Life  license 
k!  Jr  plates.  We  are  also 
#  [Meased  at  the  large 
’  m  coalition  of  interests  who 
#  pulled  together  to  accom- 
fuish  the  passage  of  the 
legislation.  The  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention's  Christian  Action 
Commission  played  a  pivotal  role  in 
bringing  the  legislation  mrou^  the  leg¬ 
islature,  and  we  are  grateful  ror  that." 

Thus  far,  money  has  been  sent  to 
CPC's  in  the  following  cities: 
Clarksdale,  Jackson,  McComb, 
Meridian,  Philadelphia,  Vicksburg, 
Starkville,  Columbus,  Amory, 
Batesville,  Cleveland,  Corintn, 
Oxford,  Picayune,  and  Tupelo.  If  you 
would  like  to  apply  for  Choose  Life 
money,  please  call  601-206-5816.  The 
Board  of  Directors  is  made  up  of  Terri 
Herring,  President;  Lee  Yancey, 
Secretary;  Father  Brian  Kaskie, 
Treasurer;  Sandy  Ellard;  and 
Geraldine  Gray. 


True  Love  Waits  campaign  set  for  Olympics 

NASHVILLE,  Tam.  (BP)  —  Thie  Love  a  life  purity, "  Hester  said.  Fledge  cards  with  an  Athens/CMyn^ 

V^tsisKoinetothe2004SuminaCXyinpics.  The  Athens  celebration  will  feature  a  dis-  theme  will  be  available  for  purdiase,  as  will « 
When  the  world  turns  its  attention  next  year  frfay  of  Thie  Love  Wfdts  promise  cards  from  pwL^eW^Suiiuna  Oh|TO>icB20Mpir\ 
to  Athens,  Greece,  the  birthplace  of  the  around  the  world  and  inch^  an  outdoor  b^ghmirig  this  sutnm  ^dditi^ 
CXyrr^ncs,  Ihie  Love  Waits 
nence  will  be  a  part  of  the 


signed  dents  to  take  a  stand  and  youth  from  AIDS-  ping  instructions  for  the  pledgee!^,  will  be 
irStian  ravaged  nations  giving  testmuxiies  of  poned  in  coming  wedcs  on  www.trudove- 
bedis-  watoxxxtL  A  logo  for  Thie  Love  Waits  Adiens 

ns  on  oelebr^^and  promote  to  may  be 

le  downloaded  from  the  site. 

The  2004  True  Love  Waits 
^  celebration  marks  the  lOdi 

year  anniversary  of  the 
abstinence  cam- 
fourdi 

commitment 

have  been  displayed  inter- 
natiorudly.  The  first  world- 
^  wide  display  occurred  in 

Buenos  Aires,  Araentina,  in  1995 
nmiify  during  the  Bwtist  World  Congress, 

dio  are  More  than  220/)00  True  Love  Waits  com- 

;phy8i-  courage  and  moral  resolve.  A  tiuijor  mitment  cards  representing  countries 
nesent-  Christian  TV  network  tentatively  has  com-  from  every  continent  were  on  display  at 
Jimmy  mitted  to  malting  the  event  a  live  TV  K)eciaL  that  meeting.  The  second  international 
linistiy  >  Other  observances  will  place  lul  over  showing  occurred  in  February  1996  in 
iroes  of  the  world  as  students  and  tl^  diuiches  Atlanta  at  True  Love  Waits  Thru  die  Roof 
jfeWay  commemorate  die  commitment  to  biblical  when  340,000  cards  were  stackc^  to  the 
IS  been  sexual  purity  to  couidde  with  the  Sunday  roof  of  the  Georgia  Dome.  The  third  event 
celebration  in  Ath^.  Churches  will  coordi-  was  Dec.  31-Jan.l,  2000,  in  Australia  as  a 
vorld's  nate  and  participate  in  regional  and  local  symbol  of  crossing  into  the  new  millenni- 
or  the  True  Love  Waits  events  leacmig  up  to  and  on  um  widi  commitments  to  purity. 

I  aware  Aug.  71, 2004.  hhmy  of  the  Tlw  Ixwe  Waits  For  more  information,  visit  www.tru- 
youdi  pledge  cards  that  are  part  of  diese  local  and  elovewaits.com,  send  e-mail  iiumires  to 
tdiem-  regional  events  will  be  sent  to  Athens  for  the  truelovewait8®lifeway.com  or  call  1-800- 
'  living  intentional  exhibit  LUV-WAIT  (588-9248). 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP) —  has  been.  True  Love  Waits  has  for  four  years.  Claytim  told  define  marriage  and  sex.  The 
United  States  Army  Maj.  no  budget  to  send  someone  to  the  church  Cort  and  his  wife  attentive  audience  asked 
lyier  Fitzgerald  did  wnat  any  a  foreign  country  to  teach,  were  prepared  to  go.  The  dozens  of  questions  and  spoke 
good  solmer  does  when  faced  But  the  church  where  True  churches  members  responded  openly  of  personal  situations, 
with  an  aggressive  enemy.  He  Love  Waits  was  pioneered  by  funding  the  April  trip  Tne  clock  was  of  little  regard, 
took  the  onensive.  more  than  a  decade  ago.  Tulip  throi^h  a  special  offering.  'T  was  amazed  at  how  well 

Fitzgerald  was  about  to  fin-  Grove  Church  near  hteshville.  The  Corts  arrived  in  Guyana  we  were  received,"  Cort  said, 
ish  his  tour  of  duty  as  military  accepted  a  unique  challenge:  within  six  weeks  of  "We  later  discovered  that  the 
liaison  in  Guyana,  a  small  be  pioneers  agam,  this  time  in  Fit^erald's  initial  inquiry.  Guyanese  are  a  culture  that  is 

Caribbean  country,  but  as  a  another  culture.  C^belville  Church  hosted  non-sensitive  to  time  con- 

Christian  he  couldn't  shake  the  "^ler  hoped  government  the  training  that  drew  more  straints.  Historically  an  ag^- 

feeling  of  desperation  he  had  ofrici^  woiud  use  the  IVue  than  150  people  of  diverse  an  society,  tiie  facto^  whistle 
for  the  physical  and  spiritual  Love  Waits  model  to  promote  backgroimds  including  public  has  never  industrialized  tiiem. 
condition  of  Guyana's  people.  abstinence,"  McAninch  recalled,  school  and  government  offi-  There  is  little  movement  due  to 
Guyana's  HIv/AIIjS  crisis  "When  the  group  decided  it  ciak,  representatives  of  non-  the  heat.  Few  own  cars  or  can 
is  second  to  that  of  Haiti's  in  would  not  a<u>pt  an  abstinence  Christian  non-govemment  afford  cab  fare.  Since  there  is 
the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  approadi,  lyior  did  not  give  up.  organizations  and  churches  very  little  to  do  in  Guyana,  the 

fovemment's  attempt  to  com-  He  ofter^  to  organize  diur^  and  Christians  from  several  seminar  was  a  major  event." 

at  the  situation  decidedly  leaders  to  promote  an  absti-  denominations.  Cort  found  Attendance  rose  to  nearly 

excluded  any  abstinence  pro-  nence-until-marriage  movement  the  schedule  that  Fitzgerald  300  by  tiie  end  of  tiie  first  daiy. 
grams.  Fitzgerald  found  that  and  received  commitments  of  and  Cambelville  pastor  Cort  realized  from  the  ques- 
condusion  unacceptable  and  support  from  Baptists,  Charles  Van  Dyke  had  devel-  tions  being  raised  about  sex 
in  March  turned  to  the  Wesieyans,  Methodists,  Voutii  oped  to  be  quite  ambitious.  tiiat  no  one  had  ever  taught 
Internet.  His  search  landed  at  witii  a  Mission,  and  the  Full  "I  had  plaimed  on  present-  about  tiiese  particular  issues. 
True  Love  Waits  (TLW),  the  Gospel  church."  ing  two  ^minute  seminars  He  saw  people  hungry  for  tiie 

faith-based  abstinence  pro-  McAninch,  a  member  at  each  day  for  two  days  but  knowledge  mey  were  receiving. 

Sam  produced  by  LifeWay  Tulip  Grove,  approached  Ken  saw  I  was  scheduled  to  con-  Cort  nopes  to  return  to 
iristian  Resources  that  Clayton,  the  cnurch's  pastor,  duct  two  three-hour  seminars  Guyana  witii  a  mission  team 
encourages  students  to  be  sex-  wim  tiie  challei^e  of  helping,  both  days,"  Cort  said.  "TVler  from  Tltlip  Grove  to  encourage 
ually  abstinent  until  marriage.  Clayton  saw  the  opportunity  dismissed  my  concern,  smiled  and  assist  pastors.  Of  24 
He'd  heard  of  the  success  True  for  tiie  church  to  support  over-  and  said,  'You  will  do  great!"'  Protestant  churches  in  the 
Love  Waits  was  having  in  seas  missions  and  asked  Alec  There  is  a  great  deal  of  racial  coimt^,  two  have  paid  pastors, 

curbing  HIV/AID^reteted  Cort,  the  church's  current  and  political  violence  witiiin  "With  help,  the  church  has 

deaths  in  Africa.  There  has  youto  minister,  to  consider  tiie  country  as  two  factions  war  tremendous  potential  to 
been  more  than  a  30%  going  to  Guyana  to  teadi  Ihie  for  control  of  the  republic  of  stand  up  and  break  the  cycle 
decrease  in  Uganda  alone  in  Love  Waits  to  the  coalition  almost  700,0(X)  pecmle.  There  is  of  sin  and  oppression,"  Cort 
HIV/AIDS  in  the  10  years  Fit^rald  was  building.  an  eclectic  mix  of  Christians,  said.  "The  people  are  so  hun- 

True  Love  Waits  has  been  the  Cort  had  serious  doubts.  Hindus  and  Muslims  that  fos-  g^  to  hear  about  True  Love 
officially  recognized  method  During  his  10  years  of  voca-  ters  a  great  deal  of  prejudice.  Waits,  and  they  are  hungrier 
of  combating  me  epidemic.  tional  youth  work,  he  never  Marxism  is  prevalent,  and  few  still  for  more  biblical  truth. 

Fitzgerald  ex^anged  a  felt  an  overseas  calling.  "My  pecmle  own  land.  Good  jobs  are  We  can  give  them  resources, 
flurry  of  e-maik  with  Ernest  wife,  Allyson,  and  1  prayed  hard  to  find.  The  poverty  over-  teach  and  train  the  people  to 
McAninch  of  LifeWay's  inter-  about  the  trip  and  sought  whelmed  Cort  as  he  found  a  serve  beyond  what  tne  pastor 
national  departinent.  A  solu-  God's  guidance  and  decided  people  kcking  hope.  He  is  able  to  do,  excite  and 
tion  was  fotmd  that  potential-  we  would  go,"  he  said.  learned  that  many  people  turn  encourage  them,  and  in  so 

ly  could  change  the  future  of  Cort  has  taught  True  Love  to  sex  searching  for  fulnllment.  doing,  reestablish  hope  in 

Guyana  much  as  Uganda's  Waits  to  Tulip  Grove's  youth  Cort  used  the  Bible  to  their  hearts." 
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